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What is NSGIC?  (www.nsgic.org)
• Small 501 (c) 6 nonprofit organization (~579 members)
• Formed in 1991
• We Promote

– Effective and efficient government through the prudent 
adoption of geospatial technologies

– Statewide GIS coordination efforts

• We serve as the voice of States for geospatial issues
• Actively engaged with many Federal organizations

– Especially focused on the FGDC and the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure

• Each State has a single vote on advocacy and business 
issues

• We Educate and Advocate
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Geospatial Collaboration
• Geospatial data often built from ground up

• Data, data, data -> Services, services, services

• Data discovery, access -> services 
discovery/shared services

– Portals, GOS -> Service “brokers” (ArcGIS.com)

• Spatial Data Infrastructure
– NSDI

– SSDI

• NSDI -> Geospatial Platform

• For the Nation

• Data governance, stewardship
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GIS Layer

# Depts 

Maintainin

g Data

# Depts 

Additonally 

Editing 

Content

# Data 

Consumer

s

# Depts 

Requiring 

Data

Total #  

Requiring 

& 

Consuming Priority

Local Roads 1 1 10 4 14 H

Major Roads 1 1 9 5 14 H

Highways 1 1 9 4 13 H

National Hydrography 

Dataset

1 3 12 0 12 H

0 0 1 6 7 H

PLSS 0 0 1 6 7 H

NAIP 0 0 3 9 12 H

2 0 4 7 11 H

Census Blocks 1 0 5 5 10 H

Municipal Boundaries 2 0 2 7 9 H

Elevation 0 0 4 4 8 M

Populated Places 

(Derived)

1 0 2 6 8 M

Ortho-imagery 0 0 6 1 7 M

Topography 0 0 3 4 7 M

Flood Zones 1 0 5 1 6 M

Government Areas/Units 2 1 3 2 5 M

Land Use 0 0 3 1 4 M

Wetlands 0 0 2 2 4 M

and Air strips 1 1 2 2 4 M

Soils 1 0 2 2 4 M

Police Stations 0 0 1 3 4 M

GIS Layer Steward

Local Roads CDOT

Major Roads CDOT

Highways CDOT

National Hydrography Dataset DNR

DNR (DNR is taking on the role of coordinating this data for state 

agencies. There has not been official agreement as to their 

stewardship role. They will be assisted by OIT)

PLSS

NAIP OIT

CDOT (CDOT is a de facto stewards of this data set for the state as 

they update it annually, and most GIS users in the state use CDOT’s 

data. DOLA is a likely candidate to steward the data given their 

statutory responsibility to maintain a record of changes to county and 

municipal boundaries, but they do not have the resources to dedicate 

to this stewardship. CDOT may consider their role as steward with 

coordination assistance from OIT).

Municipal Boundaries CDOT (CDOT is a de facto stewards of this data set for the state as 

they update it annually, and most GIS users in the state use CDOT’s 

data. DOLA is a likely candidate to steward the data given their 

statutory responsibility to maintain a record of changes to county and 

municipal boundaries, but they do not have the resources to dedicate 

to this stewardship. CDOT may consider their role as steward with 

coordination assistance from OIT).

Census Blocks DOLA

Police Stations CDPS (along with fire stations and other public safety facilities)

Elevation

Populated Places (Derived)

Ortho-imagery

Topography

Flood Zones

Government Areas/Units

Land Use

Wetlands

and Air strips 

Soils



NATIONAL STATES GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION COUNCIL

Geospatial Collaboration
• Data governance, stewardship



NATIONAL STATES GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION COUNCIL

A National Infrastructure
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For the Nation
• Standard lifecycle

• Imagery

• Transportation

• Addresses?

• Parcels?
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Geospatial Collaboration
• For the Nation

6” products meet local, state and Federal needs

Highly detailed 3” imagery 
(below) is a buy-up option
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Advocacy
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Outreach
• COGO

• NDOP & NDEP

• NAPSG

• HIFLD

• AAG

• UCGIS

• NGAC

Gene Trobia

Tony Spicci

• FGDC

• NOAA

• Census

• FCC

• NTIA

• DoT

• EPA

• DoE

• HUD

• USDA
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State Perspective

• Spectrum of capabilities, org. structures 
maturity, etc.

• NSGIC state survey

• 50 States Initiative

• Assemble data from locals into statewide data

• Work with federal agencies in variety of ways
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Successful Collaborative Activities

• Broadband

• NAIP

• EPA Exchange Network

• Digital Coast

• HSIP

• NGAC
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Broadband Grant
Model for Successful Fed-State Collaboration

• National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration manages grant program

• Every state received funds

• Service area data from broadband providers

– Nondisclosure agreements

• Various formats -> census block geography

– Census block based data delivered to NTIA

• National broadband map
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From the Beginning

• NTIA grant program officers worked with states 
to help structure grants in most efficient way

• Programs had to deliver specific products while 
providing benefits to states

• Open to building state capacity
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Evolutionary Process
• Collaborative process

• NTIA and FCC looked to states’ experience refine 
goals, specs, etc

– Solicited input

– Feasibility check

– Ensures business needs are be met

• Open, regular communications to and from states

• NSGIC working group
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Successful Interaction

• 0 to nationwide data set in 1 year!

• Lessons and Keys to Success:
– Funding

– Clear goals

– Good, open communication and collaboration 

– Simple model to start, with continuing evolution

– Clear, direct business case

• Model for other information types like addresses

• States can do good things when given adequate 
funding, guidance and a collaborative environment
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Conclusions
• Collaboration is only way we’ll build national data 

sets and services

• Create once, use many times

• Collaboration is a decision more than a technology

• Support for geospatial developments increasingly 
from the question-askers (e.g., DoE, HUD) rather 
than the data developers (USGS)

• Question: How do your activities support or 
impede coordinated approach?
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